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as were just, if we desired any ease, that we should come to
yourself, by way of petition, with tender of such countervailable
composition in profit as for the supporting of your royal estate
was requisite. According unto which your Majesty's most
favourable grant and direction, we prepared a petition to your
most excellent Majesty for leave to treat with your Highness
touching a perpetual composition, to be raised by yearly revenue
out of the lands of your subjects, for wardships and other
burthens depending upon them cr springing with them.
Wherein we first entered into this dutiful consideration, that
this prerogative of the crown, which we desire to compound for,
was matter of mere profit, and not of any honour at all or
princely dignity . . . This prerogative then appearing to be
a mere matter of great profit, we entered into a second degree
of consideration, with how great grievance and damage of the
subject, to the decay of many houses and disabling of them to
serve their prince and country; with how great mischief also, by
occasion of many forced and ill-suited marriages; and lastly,
with how great contempt and reproach of our nation in foreign
countries, how small a commodity now was raised to the crown
in respect of that, which with great love and joy and thankful-
ness, for the restitution of this original right in disposing of
our children, we would be content and glad to assure unto your
Majesty., "We fell also from hence into a third degree of con-
sideration, that it might be that, in regard that the original of
these wardships was serving of the king in his wars against
Scotland, (which cause we hope now to be at an everlasting
end), . . . your Majesty, out of your most noble and gracious
disposition and desire to overcome our expectation with your
goodness, may be pleased to accept the offer of a perpetual arid
certain revenue, not only proportionable to the uttermost benefit
that any of your progenitors ever reaped thereby, but also with
such an overplus and large addition, as in great part to.supply
Jour Majesty's other occasions ...

There remaineth, dread Sovereign, yet one part of our duty
at this present, which faithfulne&s of heart, not presumption,
doth press: we stand not in place to speak or do things
pleasing. Our care is, and must be, to confirm the love and
tie the hearts of your subjects, the commons, most firmly to